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the building of his great new college at Oxford. Public opinion
in England therefore could be easily hoodwinked when Crom-
well suddenly proposed to suppress the smaller houses—
reckoning as smaller houses those, close on four hundred in
number, which had incomes under what we should call to-day
£5000 a year. Their average income was about £2000. There
was thus at one blow swept into the royal treasury something
like a million pounds a year of our money; for to the rental
value of the monasteries must be added their buildings and
jewels, furniture, etc., all of which was seized by Cromwell
for the Crown. The excuse for this action was a report drawn
up during 1535 on the lax morals and corruption of these
smaller houses. The list of enormities contained in this report
defeats its own object. That there was often great laxity and
in some cases depravity is only what was to be expected from
the condition of the Church at the time. But that the state of
affairs was anything like what Cromwell's servants set forth is
disproved by the fact that after the dissolution committees of
local gentry, set up by the Government to license the former
monks to undertake secular work, granted such licences to nearly
all of them, and testified to their good character in each case.
The First Religious Rebellion (called the Pilgrimage
of Grace). Although public opinion had been confused as to
the motives and results of such a move as the suppression of
the smaller monasteries, Cromwell was himself so much detested
that there was a widespread anxiety and ill-ease. It was
instinctively felt that, although the monks and nuns had—
so far—been allowed to join the larger houses, this might only
be a step towards the general loot of religion. When therefore
Cromwell's agents began pulling down and rifling the smaller
houses two important risings took place, both of them, naturally,
in districts far from the capital, where it was difficult to sup-
press the beginnings of the movement. These risings were
badly handled and ill-co-ordinated, though they commanded
very krge numbers of men. There was first a gathering of
some 40,000 in Lincolnshire, but they had no leaders because
the gentry hung back, as the dissolution of Church property
was sure to be to their advantage sooner or later. The Lincoln-
shire rising failed, and was followed by a more important one
in Yorkshire; this was led by a certain number of local gentry,
and was known as the Pilgrimage of Grace. Among the gentry
275

